
A





1

Closer Than We Think
200 years of U.s.–russia Diplomacy

Åkbét,xtvyfvrfétncz
200ktnlbgkjvfnbxtcrböjnyjitybqvtéleHjccbtqbcIf

separated by only 55 miles over the Bering strait, 
the United states and russia have been engaged 
almost from the very beginnings of the fledgling 

american democracy. like the strait itself, however, prox-
imity has offered both great opportunity and, at times, 
rough waters.

This exhibition celebrates more than 200 years of dip-
lomatic history between these two great nations – from 
the settlement of alaska by russian explorers through ex-
panding frontiers, beyond the suspicions kindled by the 
russian revolution to the alliance of World War ii, from 
the tension and rivalry of the subsequent Cold War era, 
through détente, on to a rekindling of cooperative rela-
tions in the present day.

Throughout, while diplomats pursued official chan-
nels, regular citizens of both countries connected with 
each other through demonstrations of bravery in battle, 
compassion in times of need, and skill in science, educa-
tion, sports, and the arts.

cIfbHjccbz,hfpltktyystdctuj55vbkz
vbÅthbyujdfghjkbdf,jåütlbytysbcnjhb
tq vyjujktnytuj cjnhelybxtcndf, rjnjhjt

yfxfkjcm tot d ujls cnfyjdktybz fvthbrfycrjuj
ltvjrhfnbxtcrjuj ujcelfhcndf. Jlyfrj utjuhfab
xtcrfz åkbpjcnm, rfr b djls ghjkbdf, yt njkmrj
ghtljcnfdkzkf åjkmibt djpvjéyjcnb, yj gjhjq
crhsdfkfbgjldjlystrfvyb.

Änf åhjiñhf gjcdzotyf åjktt xtv 200ktnytq
bcnjhbblbgkjvfnbxtcrböjnyjitybqvtéleldevz
dtkbrbvbcnhfyfvb–jnjcdjtybzfkzcrbheccrbvb
gthdjghjöjlwfvb, bccktljdfdibvb yjdst heåtéb,
b nhelyjuj änfgf ghtjljktybz gjljphbntkmyjcnb,
gjhjéltyyjqhtdjkñwbtqdHjccbb,ljcjñpfduj
lsDnjhjqvbhjdjqdjqys,jnyfghzétyyjcnbbcj
gthybxtcndfdjdhtvtyföjkjlyjqdjqysljägjöb
hfphzlrb b djpjåyjdktybz cjnhelybxtcndf d yfib
lyb.

Dctänbujls,gjrflbgkjvfnshfpdbdfkbcdzpb
yf jabwbfkmyjv ehjdyt, hzljdst uhfélfyt jåtbö
cnhfygjllthébdfkbjåotybtlheuclheujv,ghjzd

kzzöhfåhjcnmdåjñ,vbkj
cthlbt d nhelyst dhtvtyf,
ghjatccbjyfkmystpyfybzd
yfert,jåhfpjdfybb,cgjhntb
bcreccndt.

Map, “North Western America 
showing the territory ceded by 
Russia to the United States, 1867.”
Rfhnf≤Ctdthj-PfgflyfzFvthbrf
cnthhbnjhbtq,gthtlfyyjqHjccb-
tqCjtlbytyysvInfnfv,1867≥



2

russian america
shared roots

in 1725, Peter the Great commissioned a Danish ex-
plorer, Vitus Bering, to discover where asia ended 
and north america began. Three years later, Bering 

sailed through the narrow continent-separating channel 
that now bears his name.

Fur traders soon fol-
lowed and russian set-
tlements in alaska were 
established. Following 
Catherine the Great’s di-
rectives, the settlers pro-
vided education, as well 
as Christian instruction, 
to the indigenous ameri-
cans they encountered.   

in 1808, alexandr Ba-
ranov, the first governor 
of “russian america,” 
developed a thriving 
capital in the island city 
of sitka. also the chief 
manager of the powerful russian-american Company, 
Baranov encouraged the creation of russian trading cen-
ters along the California coast, eventually reaching as far 
south as Fort ross (for rossiya/ russia), near san Fran-
cisco. During World War ii, the United states named one 
of its liberty ships carrying lend-lease supplies to allies 
the ss alexander Baranof in his honor.

Heccrfzfvthbrf
Jåobtrjhyb

D1725 ujle Gtnh Dtkbrbq gjhexbk lfncrj
vebccktljdfntkñDbneceÅthbyueghjdtcnb
vjhcreñärcgtlbwbñbjghtltkbnmuhfybws

fpbbgjttjnyjitybñrctdthyjqfvthbrt.nhbuj
lfcgecnzÅthbyughjitkxthtphfpltkzñobqrjy

nbytyns eprbq ghjkbd, ysyt
yjczobqtujbvz.

Dcrjhtpfybvgjcktljdfkb
njhujdwsgeiybyjq,byffkzc
rtgjzdbkbcmheccrbtgjctkt
ybz. Gj erfpfybñ trfnthbys
Dtkbrjq gjctktyws jåexfkb
vtcnysö ébntktq fvthbrb b
ghbjåofkbböröhbcnbfycrjq
htkbubb.

D 1808 ujle gthdsq ueåth
yfnjh ≤Heccrjq fvthbrb≥
fktrcfylh Åfhfyjd ghtdhf
nbk jcnhjdyjq ujhjl cbnrf d
ghjwdtnfñoeñ cnjkbwe. Jl
yjdhtvtyyjeghfdkzzvjueot

cndtyyjq Heccrjfvthbrfycrjq rjvgfybtq, Åfhfyjd
gjjohzkcjplfybtheccrbönjhujdsöwtynhjdyfrf
kbajhybqcrjv gjåthtémt, hfcghjcnhfybdiböcz lj
cfyAhfywbcrjyfñut,ultåskjcyjdfyAjhnHjcc.
DujlsDnjhjqvbhjdjqdjqyscjtlbytyystInfns
yfpdfkbjlbybpcdjbörjhfåktqrkfccfkbåthnb,lj
cnfdkzdibögjktylkbpeuhepscjñpybrfv,≤fktr
cfylhÅfhfyjd≥dxtcnmpyfvtybnjujbccktljdfntkz.

Top: Russian-American Company at 
Norfolk Sound, Sitka, Alaska. Inset:
Catherine the Great. Right: Fur trader 
G.I. Shelikhov in Alaska, 1784. Far 
right top: Children of Holy Cross 
Mission, Yukon River, Alaska, c1910. 
Far right below: Fort Ross State 
Historic Park, California.

Cghfdfddthöe:TrfnthbyfDtkbrfz.
Ddthöe:Heccrj-fvthbrfycrfzrjv-
gfybzdpfkbdtYjhajkr,Cbnrf,
Fkzcrf.Cghfdf:njhujdtwgeiyb-
yjqU.B.ItkböjdyfFkzcrt,1784.
Dsitcghfdf:Ltnbbpvbccbb
≤CdznjqRhtcn≥yfhtrtÑrjyyf
Fkzcrt,jr.1910.Cghfdfdybpe:
BcnjhbxtcrbqgfhrAjhn-Hjcc
infnfRfkbajhybz
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seeds of Diplomacy
“Great & Good Friend …”

The 18th centu-
ry age of en-
lightenment, 

with its emphasis on 
applying reason to all 
areas of human experi-
ence and replacing tyr-
anny and tradition with liberty and ethics, had an impact 
on both countries. 

it greatly influenced 
the american revolution, 
resulting in a democratic 
government, the Bill of 
rights, and a free-market 
economic system. in rus-
sia, Tsar alexander i be-
gan the implementation 
of constitutional rule and 
liberal reforms.  For a 
time, the Tsar correspond-
ed and exchanged books 
with President Thomas 
Jefferson, who addresses 
him, in one letter, as his 
“Great & Good Friend.”

The two men estab-
lished official diplomatic 

relations between their nations 
in 1807. Tsar alexander i then 
formed an even closer associa-
tion with the first U.s. Minister 
to russia, John Quincy adams, 
who arrived in st. Petersburg 
in 1809 and stayed until 1814.  
adams, eventually the sixth U.s. 
president, used his diplomatic 
position to establish america as 
russia’s top trading partner.

rjhyblbgkjvfnbb
≤Dtkbrbqbljåhsqlheu...≥

D18v dtrt ägjöf
Ghjcdtotybz, dj
cödfkzdifz hf

pevdjdctöcathföxtkj
dtxtcrjq ltzntkmyjcnb b
pfvtyenbhfybbbrjycth
dfnbpvf cdjåjljq b änb
rjq,gjdkbzkfyfhfpdbnbtjåtböcnhfy.

D htpekmnfnt fvthbrfycrjq htdjkñwbb djpybr
kb ltvjrhfnbxtcrjt ghfdbntkmcndj, Åbkkm j ghf
dföbhsyjxyfzärjyj
vbxtcrfz cbcntvf. D
Hjccbbwfhmfktrcfylh
È yfxfkghjdjlbnmkb
åthfkmyst htajhvs.
ytrjnjhjt dhtvz wfhm
dtk gthtgbcre b jå
vtybdfkcz rybufvb c
ghtpbltynjv njvfcjv
Létaathcjyjv, rjnj
hsqdjlyjvbpgbctv
yfpdfk tuj cdjbv ≤dt
kbrbv b ljåhsv lhe
ujv≥.

D1807ujlebvtyyj
jybecnfyjdbkbjabwb
fkmyst lbgkjvfnbxtc
rbtjnyjitybzvtéleHjccbtqbcIf.fktrcfylhÈ
gjpétgjllthébdfkntcystdpfbvjjnyjitybzcgth
dsvgjckjvcIfdHjccbbLéjyjvrebycbflfv
cjv,rjnjhsqghbåskdcfyrnGtnthåehud1809uj
lebghjåsknfvlj1814ujlf.flfvc,dgjcktlcndbb
cnfdibq itcnsv ghtpbltynjv cIf, bcgjkmpjdfk
cdjtlbgkjvfnbxtcrjtgjkjétybtlkznjuj,xnjås
ghtdhfnbnmfvthbreddféytqitujnjhujdjujgfh
nythfHjccbb.

Cktdfddthöe:PlfybtRfgbnjkbzCIF,
Dfibyunjy,jrheuRjkevåbz,1800.Gjctht-
lbytddthöe:NjvfcLétaathcjy.Cghfdf
ddthöe:wfhmFktrcfylhÈ.Gjcthtlbyt
cktdf:gbcmvjNjvfcfLétaathcjyfwfhñ
Fktrcfylhe1,15bñyz1804u.Gjcthtlbyt
cghfdf:gbcmvjwfhzFktrcfylhfÈNjvfce
Létaathcjye,20fduecnf1805u.Cktdf
dybpe:LéjyRebycbFlfvc,1795.Cghfdf
dybpe:Cfyrn-Gtnthåehu,Hjccbz,1804

Top left: U.S. Capitol building, Washington 
DC, 1800. Top right: Thomas Jefferson; 
Tsar Alexander I. Middle left: Letter from 
Thomas Jefferson to Tsar Alexander I, 
June 15, 1804. Middle right: Letter from 
Tsar Alexander I to Thomas Jefferson, 
August 20, 1805. Bottom left: John Quincy 
Adams, 1795. Bottom right: St. Petersburg, 
Russia, 1804.
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advancing Diplomacy
Manifest Destinies

The panorama of alaska was breathtaking but, 
having depleted the region of fur-producing ani-
mals, the russians were ready to move on to oth-

er needs, such as securing a warm-water port.  
The United states wanted to solidify its own manifest 

destiny of extending from the atlantic to the Pacific. an 
offer for the 600,000 square miles of tundra was made 

and accepted in 1867. america 
paid $7.2 million for the alaska 
Purchase, then widely seen as a 
foolish U.s. deal.

russia, meanwhile, fought 
Japan for influence and ports in 
the Pacific. President Theodore 
roosevelt intervened in the long-
running russo-Japanese War, 
earning the 1906 nobel Peace 
Prize for his efforts. By 1917, 

russia’s economic, social, and political problems led to 
revolution, civil war, and the rise of the soviet Union. 
With the successful Bolsheviks calling for global over-
throw of non-communist governments, the United states 
refused to recognize the Ussr until 1933.

Ecgtöblbgkjvfnbb
Ghtlyfxthnfybzcelmås

Gfyjhfvffkzcrbgjghtéytvepfödfnsdfkf
leö,yjgjcrjkmredhtubjytikjvfccjdjt
eybxnjétybtgeiyjujpdthz,heccrbtgjct

ktywsdsyeéltysåskbjcdfbdfnmyjdstheåtéb.
Jlyjqbpyfceoysögjnhtåyjcntqcnfkjcnhjbntkm
cndjytpfvthpfñotujgjhnf.

cjtlbytyystInfns,dcdjñjxthtlm,cktljdfkb

cjåcndtyyjve ghtlyfxthnfybñ celmås b jcdfbdfkb
ptvkbjnfnkfynbxtcrjujljnböjujjrtfyf.D1867
ujleåskjghbyznjghtlkjétybtghbjåhtcnb600000
rdflhfnysö vbkm nthhbnjhbb fkzcrb pf 7,2 vky.
ljkkfhjd.vyjubtdnjdhtvzcxbnfkb,xnjcIfgj
cnegbkbytjålevfyyj,pfrkñxbdänecltkre.

ntv dhtvtytv Hjc
cbz cjgthybxfkf c
zgjybtq pf caths
dkbzybzbgjhnsdnb
öjvjrtfyt.D1906uj
le ghtpbltyn ntjljh
Hepdtkmndpzkyfctåz
gjchtlybxtcndj d lt
kt pfrkñxtybz vbhf
vtélezgjybtqbHjc
cbtqbghtrhfotybzpfnzyeditqczdjqys,pfxnjb
gjkexbkyjåtktdcreñghtvbñvbhf.r1917ujle
ärjyjvbxtcrbt,cjwbfkmystbgjkbnbxtcrbtghjåkt
vsHjccbbghbdtkbrhtdjkñwbb,pfntvgjcktljdf
kf uhfélfycrfz djqyf b cnfyjdktybt cjdtncrjuj
cjñpf.Lj1933ujlfcjtlbytyystInfnsjnrfps
dfkbcm ghbpyfdfnm cccH, gjcrjkmre åjkmitdbrb
ghbpsdfkbrcdthétybñytrjvveybcnbxtcrböghf
dbntkmcnddjdctvvbht.

Top: Seward, Alaska, 1915. Middle left: U.S. Treasury cheque in the 
amount of $7.2 million for the purchase of Alaska; Tsar’s Ratification 
of the Alaska Purchase Treaty, 1867. Above left: President Theodore 
Roosevelt, center, with Russian and Japanese negotiators, 1905. 
Right: Soviet Ambassador to the U.S. Maxim Litvinov, right, announces 
the recognition of the USSR by the U.S., 1933.

Gjcthtlbytddthöe:Cmñfhl,Fkzcrf,1915.Cktdfddthöe:Xtr
VbybcnthcndfabyfycjdCIFyfcevve7,2vky.ljkkfhjdpf
ghbjåhtntybtFkzcrb;HfnbabrfwbzwfhtvLjujdjhfjghbjåht-
ntybbFkzcrb,1867.Ybétcktdf:GhtpbltynNtjljhHepdtkmn
(dwtynht)chjccbqcrbvbbzgjycrbvbexfcnybrfvbgthtujdj-
hjd,1905.Cghfdf:CjdtncrbqgjcjkdCIFVfrcbvKbndbyjd
(cghfdf)jåüzdkztnjghbpyfybbCCCHCjtlbytyysvbInfnfvb,
1933
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allies
The World War ii era

The totalitarian nature of Joseph stalin’s soviet re-
gime, combined with the withdrawal of russia 
from the World War i alliance, soured relations 

between the two nations. however, the 1941 invasion of 
the Ussr by nazi Germany 
made them almost instant 
allies. The eastern Front 
saw the most ferocious 
fighting and was the deadli-
est battleground of the Great 
Patriotic War (World War 
ii), as russia repelled nazi 
advances.

Through its lend-lease 
program, america sent the 
Ussr approximately $11 billion in aid – including am-
munitions, trains, trucks, aircraft, steel, tools, medical 
supplies, fuel, and food – by plane and ‘liberty’ ships. 
Millions more came from private organizations funded by 
the direct donations of U.s. citizens.

although stalin was unwilling to reveal to his own 
people the extent of U.s. contributions, at the 1945 Yalta 
Conference on post-war geopolitical issues, he acknowl-
edged the importance of lend-lease as “one of Franklin 
roosevelt’s most remarkable and vital achievements.”  

cjñpybrb
UjlsDnjhjqvbhjdjqdjqys

njnfkbnfhysqöfhfrnthhtébvfdcjdtncrjv
cjñpt,djpukfdkztvjvbjcbajvcnfkbysv,
dcjxtnfybbcdsöjljvcnhfysbpfkmzycf,

ckjébditujcz dj dhtvz Gthdjq vbhjdjq djqys,
ghbdtkbrjökféltybñjnyjitybqvté
le ldevz cnhfyfvb. Jlyfrj dnjhétybt
yfwbcncrjqUthvfybbdcccHd1941uj
le gjxnb chfpe ét cltkfkj bö cjñpyb
rfvb.yfDjcnjxyjvahjynt, ultcccH
jnhféfkyfgfltybzyfwbcnjd,ikbcfvst
jétcnjxtyyst b rhjdjghjkbnyst åjb
Dnjhjqvbhjdjqdjqys(DtkbrjqJntxt
cndtyyjqdjqys).

Gjghjuhfvvtktylkbpffvthbrflj
cnfdbkfdcccHgjdjpleöebrjhfåkzvb

rkfccfkbåthnbgjvjomyfcevvejrjkj11vkhl.
ljkkfhjd, d njv xbckt åjtghbgfcs, gjtplf, uhe
pjdst fdnjvjåbkb, cfvjktns, cnfkm,
cnfyrb,vtlbrfvtyns,ujhñxttbghj
ljdjkmcndbt. Ljgjkybntkmyj gjcnegf
kb vbkkbjys ljkkfhjd jn xfcnysö
jhufybpfwbq,ghbybvfdiböghzvstgj
éthndjdfybzjnuhfélfycIf.

Öjnz cnfkby yt hfcrhsdfk gthtl
cjåcndtyysvyfhjljvvfcinfåsfvt
hbrfycrjq gjvjob, d 1945 ujle yf
zknbycrjqrjyathtywbbgjgjcktdjtyysvutjgjkb
nbxtcrbvdjghjcfvjyghbpyfkpyfxtybtktylkbpf
rfr≤jlyjujbpcfvsöpfvtxfntkmysöbébpytyyj
dféysöljcnbétybqAhfyrkbyfHepdtkmnf≥.

Top: Russian and American pilots dance at an officer’s club party 
in Nome, Alaska, c1943. Top right: Poster, “This man is your friend 
– Russian – He fights for freedom,” c1944. Middle left: Canned meat 
with labels in Russian is packed in Ohio, 
1943. Middle center: Lend Lease jeeps 
await delivery in the USSR, 1944. Middle 
right: Soviet aircrew with their U.S.-built 
Boston Havoc bomber, 1943. Bottom left: 
An American flyer and Soviet soldier shake 
hands, 1944. Bottom right: British Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill, U.S. President 
Franklin Roosevelt, and Soviet Premier Joseph Stalin at Yalta, 1945.

Ddthöe:Hjccbqcrbtbfvthbrfycrbtktnxbrbnfyweñnyfdtxthtdrkeåt
jabwthjddYjevt(Fkzcrf),jr.1943.Cghfdfddthöe:Gkfrfn≤Änjnxtkj-
dtr–ndjqlheu,heccrbq.Jyåjhtnczpfcdjåjle≥,jr.1944.Gjcthtlbyt
cktdf:Vzcystrjycthdscänbrtnrfvbyfheccrjvzpsrtgfreñnczd
Jufqj,1943.Gjcthtlbytdwtynht:Gjcnfdkztvstgjktyl-kbpelébgs
élenjnghfdrbdCCCH,1944.Gjcthtlbytcghfdf:cjdtncrbqärbgfécj
cdjbvbpujnjdktyysvdCIFåjvåfhlbhjdobrjv≤ÅjcnjyÖtqdjr≥,1943.
Cktdfdybpe:Fvthbrfycrbqktnxbrbcjdtncrbqcjklfngjébvfñnlheu
lheueherb,1944.Cghfdfdybpe:Ghtvmth-vbybcnhDtkbrjåhbnfybb
EbycnjyXthxbkkm,GhtpbltynCIFAhfyrkbyHepdtkmnbukfdfCjdtncrjuj
ghfdbntkmcndfBjcbaCnfkbydZknt,1945.
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Cold War
living on the Brink

The United states stopped the carnage of World War 
ii by exploding a deadly new weapon – the atomic 
bomb – on Japan, the remaining axis command. 

That demonstration of unparalleled U.s. power, combined 
with stalin’s aggressive post-war takeover of eastern eu-
rope, ended cooperation and started the Cold War.

The soviet Union soon had its own superpower weap-
ons and the two nations settled into decades of belligerent 
suspicion, marked by spying, proxy wars of influence, and 
a nuclear arms race – the latter requiring a direct phone 
line between the kremlin and White house to prevent ac-
cidental, joint annihilating attacks.

The precariousness of the doctrine of mutual assured 
destruction – highlighted by a 1961 ultimatum by Presi-
dent John kennedy to halt the soviets’ placement of 
nuclear missiles in Cuba, 90 miles from U.s. shores – 
eventually brought both nations to the negotiating table, 
resulting in a series of important nuclear arms reduction 
treaties.

Öjkjlyfzdjqyf
Åfkfycbhjdfybtyfuhfyb

cjtlbytyyst Infns pfdthibkb åjqyñ Dnj
hjqvbhjdjqdjqys,ghbvtybdyjdjtcvth
njyjcyjtjheébt–fnjvyeñåjvåe–ghjnbd

zgjybb, ghjljkéfditq djtdfnm jn bvtyb ≤Jcb≥.
nfrfzltvjycnhfwbzåtcghtwtltynyjqfvthbrfycrjq
djtyyjqvjobcjlyjqcnjhjysbfuhtccbdyfzåjhm
åf pf dkbzybt d Djcnjxyjq tdhjgt, rjnjheñ dtk
cnfkby,clheujq,gjkjébkbrjytwcjnhelybxtcnde
blfkbyfxfkjöjkjlyjqdjqyt.

Dcrjhtcjdtncrbqcjñpcjplfkcjåcndtyyjtcdthö
vjoyjtjheébt,bldtcnhfysgjuhepbkbcmdltcz
nbktnbzdhféltåyjqgjljphbntkmyjcnb,jnvtxtyyst
igbjyfétv, åjhmåjq pf caths dkbzybz b ujyrjq
zlthysödjjheétybq.Gjcktlybqafrnjhjåeckjdbk
ytjåöjlbvjcnmcjplfybzghzvjqntktajyyjqkbybb
vtélerhtvktvbÅtksvljvjvdjbpåtéfybtcke
xfqysöelfhjdcdpfbvysveybxnjétybtv.

Ifnrjcnmljrnhbysufhfynbhjdfyyjujdpfbvyjuj
eybxnjétybz,gjlxthryenfzdekmnbvfnevt,ghtlü

zdktyyjvd1961ujleghtpbltynjvLéjyjv
rtyytlbcwtkmñjcnfyjdbnmhfpvtotybtcj
dtncrbözlthysöhfrtnyfreåt,d90vbkzö
jnfvthbrfycrböåthtujd,drjytxyjvcxtnt,
ghbdtkfldtcnhfyspfcnjkgthtujdjhjd,ds
kbdiböczdhzldféysöljujdjhjdjcjrhf
otybbzlthysödjjheétybq.

Far left: Editorial cartoon, “TICK-TOCK TICK-TOCK, 1949. 
Below left: Nuclear war preparedness exercise in a school 
classroom, 1951. Top left: The U.S. delegation to the U.N. 
presents evidence of Soviet missiles in Cuba, 1962. Middle 
left: Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev shows photos from 
a downed U.S. spy plane to Kremlin officials, 1960. Bottom 
left: White House/Kremlin “hot line,” 1963. Bottom: President 
Richard Nixon and Communist Party Leader Leonid Brezhnev 
sign the Strategic Arms Limitations Interim Agreement in 
Moscow, 1972.

Cktdfddthöe:Htlfrwbjyyfzrfhbrfnehf≤NBR-NFR,
NBR-NFR≥,1949.Gjcthtlbytcktdf:Irjkmystextybz
gjujnjdyjcnbrzlthyjqdjqyt,1951.Cghfdfddthöe:
LtktufwbzCIFdJJYghtlüzdkztnljrfpfntkmcndfyfkb-
xbzcjdtncrböhfrtnyfReåt,1962.Gjcthtlbytcghfdf:
CjdtncrbqghtvmthYbrbnfÖheotdgjrfpsdftnrhtvktd-
crbvcjnhelybrfvajnjuhfabbcåbnjujfvthbrfycrjuj
hfpdtlsdfntkmyjujcfvjktnf,1960.Cghfdfdybpe:
≤Ujhzxfzkbybz≥Åtksqljv–Rhtvkm,1963.Dybped
wtynht:GhtpbltynHbxfhlYbrcjybkblthRjvveybcnb-
xtcrjqgfhnbbKtjyblÅhtéytdgjlgbcsdfñndVjcrdt
Dhtvtyyjtcjukfitybtjåjuhfybxtybbcnhfntubxtcrbö
djjheétybq,1972.
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Forging Ties
Peaceful Co-existence

 

Despite the complex political climate the Cold 
War rivalry engendered, the two superpow-
ers remained connected through a variety of 

exchanges, both official and those privately initiated by 
“citizen-diplomats.” 

in 1955, an iowa 
newsman wrote 
an editorial invit-
ing soviets to visit 
a U.s. farm to “get 
the lowdown” on 
how americans 
raised high-quality 
livestock – and Pre-

miere nikita khrushchev came. a young 
U.s. musician, Van Cliburn, won hearts, 
along with Moscow’s 1958 international 
Tchaikovsky Piano Competition, while 
established ones, like Duke ellington, 
brought jazz to russian audiences. amer-
icans, meanwhile, found themselves en-
chanted by the touring Bolshoi and kirov 
ballets, and the leningrad symphony.

international expositions displayed 
the latest achievements of the compet-
ing economies. During a 1959 Moscow 
exhibition, in what became known as 
the “kitchen Debate,” then-Vice President richard nixon 
showed off american appliances – such as dishwash-
ers and color televisions – and khrushchev replied that 

russians had the 
same, but of better 
quality.

yfkfébdfybtcdzptq
vbhyjtcjceotcndjdfybt

ytcvjnhz yf ckjéyeñ gjkbnbxtcreñ jå
cnfyjdre, gjhjéltyyeñ cjgthybxtcndjv d
ujls öjkjlyjq djqys, ldt cdthölthéfds

gjllthébdfkbrjynfrnsgjhfpkbxysvrfyfkfv–
rfrjabwbfkmysv,nfrbcjplfyysvgjxfcnyjqbyb
wbfnbdt≤uhfélfylbgkjvfnjd≥.

D 1955 ujle d fvthbrfycrjq ufptnt gjzdbkfcm
gthtljdfz cnfnmz, yfgbcfyyfz ébntkmybwtq infnf
fqjdf,drjnjhjqjyfghbukfifkfcjdtncrböherjdj
lbntktqgjctnbnmfvthbrfycreñathve,xnjåsgj
yznm, rfr fvthbrfyws jåtcgtxbdfñn ghjbpdjlcndj
ghjlerwbbdrjkbxtcndt,ljcnfnjxyjvlkzärcgjhnf,
–bukfdfcccHybrbnfÖheotdgjtöfkdcIf.D
1958ujleyfvtéleyfhjlyjvrjyrehctbvtybxfq

rjdcrjujvjkjljqfvthbrfycrbqvepsrfyn
Dfyrkfqåthyytnjkmrjcnfkgjåtlbntktv
chtlbgbfybcnjd,yjbgjrjhbkcthlwfcdjbö
ckeifntktq.LñrÄkkbyunjyblheubtbp
dtcnystfvthbrfycrbtbcgjkybntkbgjpyf
rjvbkbhjccbqcreñfelbnjhbñcléfpjv.
ntv dhtvtytv cfvbö fvthbrfywtd jxfhj
dsdfkbghbtpéfdibtyfufcnhjkbåfktnyst
nheggsÅjkmijujbrbhjdcrjujntfnhjdb
ktybyuhflcrbqcbvajybxtcrbqjhrtcnh.

vtéleyfhjlyst dscnfdrb ghtlcnfdkz
kbgjcktlybtljcnbétybzcjgthybxfñobö
ärjyjvbxtcrböcbcntv.D1959ujleyfds
cnfdrt d vjcrdt d öjlt nfr yfpsdftvsö

≤reöjyysöltåfnjd≥dbwtghtpbltynHbxfhlybrcjy
ghjltvjycnhbhjdfkfvthbrfycreñåsnjdeñntöyb
re,dnjvxbcktgjceljvjtxystvfibysbwdtnyst
ntktdbpjhs.GjcktänjujgjrfpfybrbnfÖheotdjn
dtnbk,xnjdctänjtcnmbdtujcnhfyt,njkmrjkex
itujrfxtcndf.

Top left: Van Cliburn receives the gold medal from Dmitri Shostakovich at the First International 
Tchaikovsky Piano Competition, 1958. Middle left: Premier Nikita Khrushchev with American farmer 
R. Garst in Iowa, 1959. Bottom left: Vice President Richard Nixon cuts ribbon at opening of the first 
American Exhibition in Sokolniki Park, Moscow, 1959. Bottom right: Jazz great Duke Ellington plays 
a balalaika in Leningrad, 1971. Above: Life magazine reports on the opening of regular commercial 
air travel between Moscow and New York, 1968.

Cktdfddthöe:DfyRkfqåthyghbybvftnbpherLvbnhbzIjcnfrjdbxfpjkjneñvtlfkmyf
gthdjvVtéleyfhjlyjvajhntgbfyyjvrjyrehctXfqrjdcrjuj,1958.Gjcthtlbytcktdf:
GhtvmthYbrbnfÖheotdcfvthbrfycrbvathvthjvH.UfhcnjvdFqjdt,1959.Cktdf
dybpe:Dbwt-ghtpbltynHbxfhlYbrcjyhfphtpftnktynjxreyfjnrhsnbbgthdjqfvthbrfy-
crjqdscnfdrbdgfhrt≤Cjrjkmybrb≥,Vjcrdf,1959.Ghfdttdybpe:Dtkbrbqléfpjdsq
vepsrfynLñrÄkkbyunjybuhftnyfåfkfkfqrtdKtybyuhflt,1971.Dsit:Éehyfk≤Kfqa≥
cjjåoftnjåjnrhsnbbhtuekzhyjujrjvvthxtcrjujdjpleiyjujcjjåotybzvtéleVjcrdjq
bYmñ-Qjhrjv,1968.
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The space race
From Competitors to Partners

The space race, initiated by the 1957 Ussr satel-
lite sputnik launch, proved itself more than just 
another competition – it triggered an explosion 

of interest in the heavens and those brave enough to go 
there.  People everywhere followed the launching and re-

trieval of space capsules sent on increasingly complex 
missions. Whether cosmonaut or astronaut, the ac-

complishments of Yuri Gagarin, John Glenn, 
and others were celebrated. 

The race effectively ended in 1969 
when apollo 11 astronauts walked 
on the moon, claiming the achieve-
ment for all mankind. Then, what 
began as competition became co-

operation. With its soyuz program, 
the soviets established orbital space 
station capability. in 1975, the first 
international “handshake in space” 

occurred when apollo and soyuz spacecrafts docked.  
Following U.s. space shuttle-russian Mir space sta-

tion collaborations, the two nations have joined with 14 
other countries to assemble the international space sta-
tion, where at least two persons have lived on-board since 
2000.

rjcvbxtcrfzujyrf
Jncjgthybxtcndfr
gfhnythcnde

rjcvbxtcrfz ujyrf, yfxfdifzcz c pfgecrf
gthdjuj cjdtncrjuj cgenybrf d 1957 ujle,
jrfpfkfcmytghjcnjjxthtlysvcjcnzpfyb

tv–jyfgjhjlbkfdphsdbynthtcfrjrjkjptvyjve
ghjcnhfycndebntvcvtkmxfrfv,rjnjhstnelfjn
ghfdkzñncz. Gjdcñle kñlb dybvfntkmyj cktlbkb
pfcnfhnjvbdjpdhfotybtvrjcvbxtcrbörjhfåktq,
dsgjkyzdibö dct åjktt ckjéyst gjkt
ns. Ghjckfdkzkbcm ljcnbétybz rjc
vjyfdnjdbfcnhjyfdnjd–ÑhbzUf
ufhbyf,LéjyfUktyyfblheubö.

cjgthybxtcndj afrnbxtcrb
pfrjyxbkjcm d 1969 ujle, rjulf
fcnhjyfdns ≤fgjkkjyf11≥ ds
cflbkbcmyfkeye,cjdthibdänjn
gjldbu jn bvtyb dctuj xtkjdtxt
cndf. D lfkmytqitv cjgthybxtcndj
ghtdhfnbkjcmdcjnhelybxtcndj.Åkfuj
lfhz ghjuhfvvt ≤cjñp≥ yf jhåbnt gjzdb
kbcmcjdtncrbtrjcvbxtcrbtcnfywbb.D1975ujle,
rjulfåskfghjbpdtltyfcnsrjdrfrjcvbxtcrbörj
hfåktq ≤fgjkkjy≥ b ≤cjñp≥, cjcnjzkjcm gthdjt
≤herjgjéfnbtdrjcvjct≥.

Jcyjdsdfzcmyfecgtiysöcjdvtcnysöghjtrnfö
c bcgjkmpjdfybtv fvthbrfycrbö rjhfåktq vyjuj
hfpjdjuj bcgjkmpjdfybz b hjccbqcrjq rjcvbxtc
rjq cnfywbb ≤vbh≥,
cIf, Hjccbz b tot
14cnhfyjåütlbybkb
ecbkbzdhfåjntyfl
cjplfybtv vtéle
yfhjlyjq rjcvbxtc
rjqcnfywbb,yfåjh
ne rjnjhjq c 2000
ujlfgjcnjzyyjyföj
lbnczytvtyttldeö
xtkjdtr.

Top left: A technician 
prepares Sputnik for 
launch, 1957. Middle left 
two photos: American 
and Soviet amateur radio 
operators listen to beeps 
from Sputnik, 1957. 
Bottom left (2 photos): 
Cosmonaut Valentina 
Tereshkova, first woman 
in space, 1963; President 
John F. Kennedy and 
astronaut John Glenn 
inspect the Friendship 7 
space capsule, 1962. Top 
right: Astronaut Thomas 
Stafford and cosmonaut 
Alexey Leonov meet 
in space, 1975. Right: 
German, Russian, and 
American crew members 
in the International Space 
Station, 2005. 

Cktdfddthöe:Ntöybrujnjdbngthdsqcgenybrrpfgecre,1957.
Gjcthtlbytcktdfldtajnjuhfabb:Fvthbrfycrbtbcjdtncrbt
hflbjkñåbntkbckeifñncbuyfkscgthdjujcgenybrf,1957.
Cktdfdybpeldtajnjuhfabb:RjcvjyfdnDfktynbyfNthtirjdf,
gthdfzétyobyfdrjcvjct,1963;GhtpbltynLéjyRtyytlb
bfcnhjyfdnLéjyUktyyjcvfnhbdfñnrjcvbxtcrbqrjhfåkm
≤Ahtylibg-7≥,1962.Cghfdfddthöe:FcnhjyfdnNjvfcCnäa-
ajhlbrjcvjyfdnFktrctqKtjyjddcnhtxfñnczdrjcvjct,
1975;Cghfdfdybpe:XktysärbgféfVtéleyfhjlyjqrjcvbxtc-
rjqcnfywbbbpUthvfybb,HjccbbbCIF,2005u
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Changes
start of a new era

relations took another turn when Mikhail Gor-
bachev gained power in 1985, incorporating 
reforms to improve the living standards of all 

soviets. his pragmatism brought about the first nuclear 
reduction treaty and won him the 1990 nobel Peace Prize 
for easing Cold War tensions.

The american public, along with President ronald 
reagan, reacted warmly to Gorbachev, rushing to shake 
his hand during an unscheduled Washington street ap-
pearance. a 1991 Communist coup against him was 
thwarted when russian President Boris Yeltsin stood 
on an invading soviet tank to rally reformers. Within 
months, the various Ussr republics voted to dissolve 
the soviet Union. Democratic reforms began, as well as 
radical economic measures.

after 28 years, the Berlin Wall, symbolically prevent-
ing all eastern europeans under soviet control from even 
visiting the democratic West, fell. eastern european states 
were free to determine their own destinies – and the mu-
tual destruction of Cold War nuclear weapons began.

Gthtvtys
yfxfkjyjdjqägjöb

Jxthtlyjq gjdjhjn d jnyjitybzö
ghjbpjitkd1985ujle,rjulfr
dkfcnbdcccHghbitkvböfbk

Ujhåfxtd, yfxfdibq htajhvs, hfccxb
nfyystyfgjdsitybtehjdyzébpybdctö
cjdtncrbö uhfélfy. Åkfujlfhz tuj ghfu
vfnbpveåskgjlgbcfygthdsqljujdjhj
cjrhfotybb zlthysö djjheétybq, rjnj
hsqbghbytctved1990ujleyjåtktd
creñghtvbñvbhfpfghtjljktybtyfghz
étyyjcnb,djpybritqdjdhtvzöjkjlyjqdjqys.

bfvthbrfycrfzjåotcndtyyjcnm,bghtpbltynHj
yfkmlHtqufyntgkjhtfubhjdfkbyfbybwbfnbdsUjh
åfxtdf.Djdhtvztujytpfgkfybhjdfyyjuj
gjzdktybzyfekbwtdDfibyunjytvyjubt
cnhtvbkbcmgjéfnmtvehere.rjvveybc
nbxtcrbq genx 1991 ujlf, yfghfdktyysq
ghjnbdytuj,åskcjhdfy,bghtpbltynHjc
cbbÅjhbctkmwby,gjlyzdibcmyfddtlty
ysqdvjcrdenfyr,jåhfnbkczrhtajh

vfnjhfv c ghbpsdjv r jåütlbytybñ.
D gjcktleñobt vtczws htcgeåkbrb,
döjlbdibtdcccH,ghjujkjcjdfkbpf
hjcgecr cjdtncrjuj cjñpf. yfxfkbcm
ltvjrhfnbxtcrbt htajhvs, f nfrét
hflbrfkmystärjyjvbxtcrbtghtjåhfpjdfybz.

Gfkfghjcnjzdifz28ktnÅthkbycrfzcntyf,
cbvdjkbxtcrb ghtgzncndjdfdifz ébntkzv Dj
cnjxyjq tdhjgs, yföjlbdibvcz gjl cjdtncrbv
rjynhjktv, gjctofnm ltvjrhfnbxtcrbq Pfgfl.
Djcnjxyjtdhjgtqcrbtujcelfhcndfgjkexbkbdjp

vjéyjcnm jghtltkbnm cjåcndtyyeñ celm
åe – b yfxfkjcm dpfbvyjt eybxnjétybt
zlthysö djjheétybq, cjplfyysö d ujls
öjkjlyjqdjqys.

Top right: Cellist Mstislav Rostropovich commemorates the fall of the 
Berlin Wall, 1989. Middle: Dismantling the Berlin Wall, 1989. Above 
left: President Ronald Reagan greets a young citizen held by Soviet 
President Gorbachev in Red Square, 1988. Above right: President 
Gorbachev is welcomed on the streets of Washington, DC, 1987. 
Bottom left: Boris Yeltsin speaks from atop a tank in Moscow, 1991. 
Bottom right: Soviet missile is destroyed in compliance with an arms 
control treaty, 1989. 

Cghfdfddthöe:DbjkjyxtkbcnVcnbckfdHjcnhjgj-
dbxlftnrjywthndltymgfltybzÅthkbycrjqcntys,
1989.Ybétcghfdf:LtvjynféÅthkbycrjqcntys,

1989.Gjcthtlbytcktdf:YfRhfcyjqgkjoflbGhtpbltynHj-
yfkmlHtqufyghbdtncndetnñyjujuhfélfybyf,rjnjhjujlthébn
yfherföghtpbltynUjhåfxtd,1988.Gjchtlbytcghfdf:Ghtpb-
ltynfUjhåfxtdfghbdtncndeñnyfekbwföDfibyunjyf,1987.
Cktdfdybpe:ÅjhbcTkmwbyghjbpyjcbnhtxm,cnjzyfnfyrtd
Vjcrdt,1991.Cghfdfdybpe:Eybxnjétybtcjdtncrjqhfrtnsd
cjjndtncndbbcljujdjhjvjrjynhjktyfldjjheétybzvb,1989.



10

Parallels
Common Culture and history

The uniqueness of america and russia as vast, di-
verse, western nations with close ties to europe – 
but not directly of it – is, perhaps, an explanation 

of how closely and unexpectedly they connect.  
Parallel events and attitudes are easily found in both 

nations’ history. each, for exam-
ple, rebelled against a monarch, 
underwent a wrenching civil 
war, suffered invasion by an en-
emy in 1812, and saw its capital 
city burnt.

The romantic similarities be-
tween american cowboys and 
russian Cossacks – as fearless, 
loyal, independent frontiersmen, 
as well as excellent equestrians 
– were captured in Buffalo Bill’s 
famous “rough riders of the 
World” exhibition. recognizing 
the injustice of slavery and its 
impediment to national progress, 
Tsar alexander ii freed the serfs 
in 1861 and President abraham 

lincoln emancipated the african-american slaves in 
1863. leo Tolstoy and Mark Twain, the quintessential 
russian and american authors, storytellers, and social 
commentators, hold special esteem in both nations.

Gfhfkktkb
Jåofzrekmnehfbbcnjhbz

EybrfkmyjcnmfvthbrbbHjccbbrfrjuhjv
ysö,hfpyjjåhfpysögjcjcnfdecnhfy,ntc
yjcdzpfyysöctdhjgjq,yjytghbyflktéf

obörytqytgjchtlcndtyyj,gjéfkeq,jåüzcyztnbö
ntcyeñbytjéblfyyeñcdzpm.

D bcnjhbb jåtbö cnhfy
kturj jåyfheébnm gfhfk
ktkmystcjåsnbzbdpukzls.
rfélfz bp ybö, r ghbvthe,
åeynjdfkf ghjnbd vjyfh
öf, gjldthufkfcm hfpheib
ntkmyjquhfélfycrjqdjqyt,
cnhflfkfjndnjhétybzghj
nbdybrfd1812ujlebdblt
kf,rfrujhbnttcnjkbwf.

Hjvfynbxtcrbt xthns
cöjlcndf vtéle fvthbrfy
crbvbrjdåjzvbbheccrbvb
rfpfrfvb – åtccnhfiysvb,
dthysvb, ytpfdbcbvsvb ébntkzvb gjuhfybxysö
nthhbnjhbq b ghtdjcöjlysvb yftplybrfvb – ås
kbpfgtxfnktysyfpyfvtybnjqdscnfdrtÅfaafkj
Åbkkf≤veétcndtyystdcflybrbvbhf≥.Jcjpyfdfz,
xnjhfåcndjytcghfdtlkbdjbnjhvjpbnyfwbjyfkm
ysq ghjuhtcc, wfhm fktrcfylh ÈÈ d 1861 ujle jc
djåjlbkrhtgjcnysörhtcnmzy,fghtpbltynfdhffv
kbyrjkmyd1863ujle

ghtljcnfdbk ghfdf
xthyjrjébv hf
åfv. Jcjåsv edf
étybtv d jåtbö
cnhfyfö gjkmpeñn
cz ktd njkcnjq b
vfhrndty–zhrbt
gbcfntkb,hfccrfpxbrbbdshfpbntkbjåotcndty
yjujvytybzdHjccbbbfvthbrt.

Top left: Advertising poster for Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show, featuring 
“The Brave Cossacks of the Caucasus,” c1899. Top right: Russian 
translation of The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain, 1999; 
English translation of War and Peace by Leo Tolstoy, 2006. Middle 
right above: Abraham Lincoln presents the Emancipation Proclamation 
to his cabinet, 1863. Tsar Alexander II’s proclamation of freedom for 
serfs is announced, 1861. Bottom left: Supplies from the American 
Relief Administration (ARA) are delivered by camel to remote Saratov, 
Russia, 1922. Bottom right: Delivery of relief supplies donated by 
Russia to victims of Hurricane Katrina, 2005.

Cktdfddthöe:HtrkfvysqgkfrfnijeÅfaafkjÅbkkf
≤LbrbqPfgfl≥cexfcnbtv≤öhfåhsörfdrfpcrbörfpfrjd≥,

jr.1899.Cghfdfddthöeldtajnjuhfabb:Heccrbqgthtdjl
≤GhbrkñxtybqNjvfCjqthf≥VfhrfNdtyf,1999;Fyukbqcrbq
gthtdjl≤Djqysbvbhf≥KmdfNjkcnjuj,2006.Ybétcghfdfldt
ajnjuhfabb:FdhffvKbyrjkmyghtlcnfdkztncdjtverfåbytne
≤Ghjrkfvfwbñjåjcdjåjéltybb≥,1863;Jåüzdkztnczerfp
wfhzFktrcfylhfÈÈjåjnvtytrhtgjcnyjujghfdf,1861.Cktdf
dybpe:UhepsFvthbrfycrjqflvbybcnhfwbbgjvjob(FHF)
ljcnfdkzñnczyfdthåkñlfödlfktrbqCfhfnjd,Hjccbz,1922.
Cghfdfdybpe:Ljcnfdrfuevfybnfhysöuhepjd,gjlfhtyysö
Hjccbtqéthndfvehfufyf≤Rfnhbyf≥,2005.
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Cultures Combined
Unexpected results

With common historical roots, though diver-
gent paths, the two peoples share many traits.  
When famine devastated 1920’s soviet rus-

sia, the american relief administration delivered food 
and medicine over treacherous terrain to 10 million rus-
sians daily; during the 2005 hurricane katrina crisis, rus-
sia sent tons of aid to the U.s. disaster area.

The natural blending of classically trained russian per-
formers and free-expression U.s. arts have had an electri-
fying effect in both nations. Mikhail Baryshnikov adapts 
ballet to jazz, american dancers leap to the music of 
Tchaikovsky while russian youths discover rock ‘n roll, 
russian and american painters strike a common chord, 
and the mutual admiration of outstanding authors, schol-
ars, and athletes – Maria sharapova (tennis) and alex-
ander ovechkin (hockey), for example – are evidence of 
shared contemporary values.

The ready, almost eager, acknowledgement and ac-
ceptance of each other’s culture proves the power of ex-

changes and the de-
velopment of close, 
personal ties.

cåkbétybtrekmneh
ytjéblfyysthtpekmnfns

Ldev yfhjlfv, bvtñobv jåobt bcnjhbxtc
rbtrjhyb,öjnzbbleobvhfpysvbgenzvb,
cdjqcndtyysvyjubtcöjébtxthns.rjulfd

1920t ujls ujkjljgecnjifkcjdtncreñHjccbñ,
jhufybpfwbz ≤fvthbrfycrfz flvbybcnhfwbz gjvj
ob≥ tétlytdyj ljcnfdkzkf ghjljdjkmcndbt b kt
rfhcndfdckjéytqiböeckjdbzölkz10vbkkbjyjd
ébntktq Hjccbb. Dj dhtvz rhbpbcf, dspdfyyjuj d
2005ujleehfufyjv≤rfnhbyf≥,Hjccbzjnghfdbkfd
fvthbrfycreñpjyeåtlcndbznjyysuevfybnfhysö
uhepjd.

Ufhvjybxyjtckbzybtrkfccbxtcrjqntöybrbhjc
cbqcrböbcgjkybntktqbcdjåjlyjtcfvjdshfétybt,
öfhfrnthyjtlkzfvthbrfycrjujbcreccndf,ghbdtkb
rgjnhzcfñobvhtpekmnfnfvdjåtböcnhfyfö.vb
öfbkÅfhsiybrjdbynthghtnbhetnrkfccbxtcrbqåf
ktndléfpjdjqvfytht,fvthbrfycrbtbcgjkybntkb
nfyweñngjlvepsrexfqrjdcrjuj,dnjdhtvzrfr
hjccbqcrfz vjkjltém jnrhsdftn lkz ctåz hjry
hjkk.Hjccbqcrbtbfvthbrfycrbtöeljéybrbcjplf
ñn jåoeñ ufvve rhfcjr, f dpfbvyjt djcöbotybt
dslfñobvbczgbcfntkzvb,extysvbbcgjhncvtyf
vb–yfghbvth,vfhbtqIfhfgjdjq(ntyybc)bfktr
cfylhjvJdtxrbysv(öjrrtq)–cdbltntkmcndetnjå
jåoböwtyyjcnzö cjdhtvtyyjcnb.Änj ujhzxtt ét
kfybt ghbyznm b gjyznm rekmnehe lheujq cnhfys
cdbltntkmcndetn j cbkt jåvtyjd b ytjåöjlbvjcnb
ecnfyjdktybzkbxysölheétcrböjnyjitybq.

Top left: The Boston Ballet performs Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker, 
2003. Top right: Mikhail Baryshnikov, 2002. Middle left: Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, left, at the major art exhibition, “Russia!” at 
New York’s Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, 2005. Middle right: 
American rock band The Eagles in concert at Moscow’s Olympic 
Stadium, 2001. Bottom left: Russia’s Alex Ovechkin, in white jersey, is 
a star player on the Washington Capitals hockey team, 2006. Bottom 
right: Maria Sharapova wins the U.S. Open tennis championship, 
2006.

Cktdfddthöe:Åjcnjycrbqntfnhåfktnfbcgjkyztn≤Otkreyxb-
rf≥Xfqrjdcrjuj,2003.Cghfdfddthöe:VböfbkÅfhsiybrjd,
2002.Gjcthtlbytcktdf:GhtpbltynHjccbbDkflbvbhGenby
(cktdf)yfåjkmijqöeljétcndtyyjqdscnfdrt≤Hjccbz^≥d
ymñ-qjhrcrjvvepttCjkjvjyfUeuutyöfqvf,2005.Gjcthtlbyt
cghfdf:Fvthbrfycrfzhjr-uheggf≤Bukp≥lftnrjywthnyfJkbv-
gbqcrjvcnflbjytdVjcrdt,2001.Cktdfdybpe:Hjccbzyby
FktrcfylhJdtxrbydåtkjqajhvt–pdtplföjrrtqyjqrjvfyls
≤DfibyunjyRägbnfkp≥,2006.Cghfdfdybpe:VfhbzIfhfgjdf
dsbuhsdftnntyybcysqxtvgbjyfn“U.S. Open”,2006
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Partners in Peace
Diplomacy in the 21st Century

entering the 21st century, these nations can justly 
celebrate their relationship, with the president of 
each, George W. Bush and Vladimir Putin, de-

claring the other “a strong ally.” Both nations, victim of 
heart-breaking terrorist attacks, have become close col-
laborators in the battle against extremist violence.

on-going connections, forged by people-to-people con-
tacts through exchanges of students, scholars, scientists, 
professionals, athletes, and cultural exhibitions, have re-
sulted in an estimated 50,000 alumni of formal programs 
– and many more have come to know each other through 
tourist visits and business interactions.

in the 1800’s, Chancellor nikolai rumiantsev told 
Minister John Quincy adams that the russian at-
tachment to the United states is “more obstinate” 
than generally understood; Mark Twain wrote 
“america owes a lot to russia” and prayed the 
friendship would continue. a mutual fascination, 
and attachment, does persist – making russia and 
america truly “closer than we think.”  

Gfhnythsdltkt
vbhf
Lbgkjvfnbzd21ujdtrt

Dcnegfz d 21q dtr, yfib cnhfys vjuen gj
ghfde ujhlbnmcz cdjbvb jnyjitybzvb, gj
crjkmre jåf ghtpbltynf, Léjhlé Åei b

DkflbvbhGenby,yfpsdfñnlheulheuf≤cbkmysvb
cjñpybrfvb≥.Jåtcnhfysgjcnhflfkbjncnhfiysö
nthfrnjdbntcyjcjnhelybxfñndåjhmåtcärcnht
vbpvjvbyfcbkbtv.

ytghthsdyst cdzpb, rjynfrns vtéle kñlmvb,
jåvtys cneltynfvb, bccktljdfntkzvb, extysvb,
cgtwbfkbcnfvb,cgjhncvtyfvb,fnfrétrekmnehyst
dscnfdrb, nehbcnbxtcrbt gjtplrb b ltkjdjt dpf

bvjltqcndbt ghbdtkb r njve,
xnjvyjubtkñlbkexitepyfkb
lheulheuf.Dsgecrybrfvbjab
wbfkmysöghjuhfvvcnfkbghb
vthyj50000xtkjdtr.

Dyfxfkt19ujdtrfrfywkth
ybrjkfqHevzywtdcrfpfkgjcke
Léjyerebycbflfvce,xnjghb
dzpfyyjcnm Hjccbb r cjtlbyty
ysv Infnfv ≤åjktt cnjqrfz≥,
xtv ghbyznj cxbnfnm. vfhr
ndtygbcfk,xnj≤fvthbrfvyj
ubvjåzpfyfHjccbb≥,byfltzk
czyfghjljkétybtänjqlheé
ås.Dpfbvyfzghbnzufntkmyjcnm
b ghbdzpfyyjcnmltqcndbntkmyj
cjöhfyztncz–Hjccbzbfvthb

rfgjbcnbytcnfyjdzncztot≤åkbét,xtvyfvrf
étncz≥.

Above: Fourth of July fireworks over Washington, DC, 2004. Left: New 
Year’s fireworks over Red Square, Moscow, 2001. Bottom: Presidents 
Vladimir Putin and George W. Bush in St. Andrew’s Hall, the Kremlin.
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gkjoflmñdVjcrdt,2001.Dybpe:GhtpbltynsDkflbvbhGenby
bLéjhléÅeidFylhttdcrjvpfktRhtvkz
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